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de cerner l'importance du temps pour la compréhension de la réponse des écosyste
climat, problématique largem# partagée entre paléenvironnementalistes, généticien
écologues et chercheurs de différentes disciplines des sciences humaines (lin
ethnologues, musicologues, archéologues). Il se situe dans le contexte de prédictions ala
sur les conségences du changement climatique et de la pression anthropique sur la
africaine.
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particularités des écosystéemes forestiers tropicaux? Pour répondre a sasiaqsecruciales
pour la compréhension de la vulnérabilité environnementale face au changement clima
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méme des foréts. Le déroulement de cette crise et ses conséquences pour les écosy
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f Q! TN thedofd S outf 6 f Q I yégiohtodestiere tropicale y est caradsére par
des climats actuels plus secs que ceux des autres grands blocs forestiers tropicaux.
soumise a des fluctuations climatiques passées extrémes qui expliqueraient, selon Rich
répartition et la composition de ses écosystémes actuelgiS O wAi OKIF NR& X R
paléoécologues, dont Aubréville ou Schnell ont été dans la communauté francais
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verrous a faire sauter pour faire avancer notre compréhension de la biodiversfi€ale et
pour formuler des stratégies pour la conservation et la gestion durable des écosys
tropicaux. La communauté scientifique francaise a depuis plusieurs décennies joué €
encore un réle majeur dans la recherche sur la biodiversitéeatie ¢égion, dans la mise e

place de partenariats entre chercheurs du Nord et chercheurs du Sud, et dans le renforg

The principal objective of this colloquium, which comes at the end of the international y
forests, is to assess the importance of time and history for understarmaing ecosystems
respond to climate change, a theme broadly shared between palaeoecologists, gene
ecologists and researchers in several disciplines of the human sciences (linguists, ethn
musicologists, archaeologists). The colloquium isgalan the context of alarming prediction
about the consequences of climate change and of human pressures for African forests.

What is the impact of time and history on preseatdy ecology? Can history explain t
particularities of tropical forest ecosiems? These questions are crucial for understanding
vulnerability of environments to climate change. To help answer them, under the aegis

Academy of Sciences we are organizing a colloquium that will focus on a dramatic cha
our climatic listory: the last great crisis that took place around 3@@DO0 years ago in Africd
After a long epoch of climatic amelioration during the Holocene, tropical Africa was struc
major crisis that had deep, and often irreversible, effects on all itsystess. This crisis ha
impacts not only on the extent of forest vegetation but also on the structure and compos
of forest communities. The unfolding of this crisis and its consequences for culagr|
ecosystems remain poorly explored.

The ecology btropical Africa is a formidable subject of study for the scientific community,
because of its particularity: tropical Africa is different from the other tropfoatst regions of]
the planet. In a 1973 paper comparing African tropical forests tseéhof Amazonia an
Southeast Asia, Paul Richards, a pioneer in the ecology of tropical forests, was the first {
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climates than the other large tropicébrest regions. The tropicdbrest region of Africa als
experienced extreme climatic fluctuations in the past, which explained, according to Ric
the distribution and the composition of its ecosystems today. Following Richards,

ecologists and palaeeelogists, among whom Aubréville and Schnell were remark
pioneers in the French community, have tried to understand the consequences of histo
the currentday functioning of tropical forest ecosystems in Africa. Forested regions of A
like the rest of the continent, are distinguished in another aspect: of all the continents, it
Africa that political instability, the diversity of languages and cultures, and the crying I
infrastructure have slowed the accumulation of scientific kremigie about biodiversity and it
history. At the planetary scale, this is one of the greatest obstacles that must be breac
allow our understanding of tropical biodiversity to advance, so that we can formulate strat
for the conservation and susteble management of tropical ecosystems. For several decg
the French scientific community has played, and continues to play, major roles in resea
the biodiversity of this region, in establishing partnerships between researchers in the

North and South, and in reinforcing the scientific capacity of African researchers.







